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Louise is the Champion!  

Louise Forsley made history by becoming the first woman to win the NETA 
premier class after 49 years of trials competition in New England. Louise has 
battled her rivals in the Champ class all year long, and a convincing victory at 
the final event of the year was enough to giver her the 2008 title. 

Louise has represented the US in the Trials De Nations for several years, and 
her professional attitude is a credit to the sport and trials in New England. 

 

 

Louise celebrates with her parents (xx and Steve) after winning the event 
at Meriden together with the New England title. 

2009 National in Vermont  

By Ton Butland 

The Green Mountain Plonkers will be 
hosting Rounds 5 & 6 of the 
AMA/NATC National Observed Trials 
Championship Series at The Carman 
Brook Maple & Dairy Farm,1275 
Fortin Road Swanton, VT. The event 
is scheduled for the weekend of July 
18-19, 2009.  

We would greatly appreciate the sup-
port of the NETA members. In particu-
lar we need checkers, but we also 
need help for Technical Inspections, 
Medical Coverage, etc.. 

We should have more details in time 

for the Annual Meeting. Ron Commo 
Jr will be coming to Vermont to be our 
Trials Master. You can be assured 
that we will have a course designed to 
be a memorable national-caliber 
event. We will be putting together a 
package as a thank-you to those folks 
who graciously take time from their 
busy schedules to help make this a 
successful event. We are working on 
getting our website updated with di-
rections, hotels and event particulars, 
stay tuned. If anyone would like to 
know more details, please feel free to 
contact me:  

email tbutland@verizon.net  

cell: 802-578-3022.  



NETA Past Champi-
ons 
Compiled by Mike Green 

1960 Al Thibodeau  
1961 Al Thibodeau  
1962 Al Thibodeau  
1963 Bob Butterfield  
1964 Bob Butterfield  
1965 Bob Hogan  
1966 Al Thibodeau  
1967 Al Gendreau  

1968 Al DeCubellis  
1969 Al DeCubellis. 
1970 Al DeCubellis  
1971 Mike March  
1972 Don Sweet  
1973 Don Sweet  
1974 Don Sweet  
1975 Don sweet  
1976 Don Sweet  
1977 Don Sweet  
1978 Don Sweet  
1979 Don Sweet  
1980 Don Sweet  
1981 Jonathen Hoffnagle or 

John Ekdahl  
1982 Don Sweet  
1983 Bobby Micket  
1984 Ron Commo Jr  
1985 Ron Commo Jr  
1986 Ron Commo Jr  
1987 Ron Commo Jr  
1988 Ron Commo Jr  
1989 Ron Commo Jr  
1990 Geoff Aaron  
1991 Geoff Aaron  
1992 Ron Commo Jr  
1993 Ron Commo Jr  
1994 Ron Commo Jr  

1995 Ron Commo Jr  
1996 Mike Bryant  
1997 Mike Bryant  
1998 Ron Commo Jr  
1999 Ron Commo Jr  
2000 Ron Commo Jr  
2001 Ron Commo Jr  
2002 Mike Helstrom  
2003 Don Sweet  
2004 Ron Commo Jr  
2005 Don Sweet  
2006 Danny Allen 
2007 Danny Allen  
2008 Louise Forsley 

NETA Awards Meeting and Banquet  

The 36
th
 New England Trials Association annual meeting and awards banquet will be held January 

17, 2007. 

The event location is the Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA. There is easy 
access from the Mass Pike and RT 290/395. The club is located on Route 12 near the junction of 
Route 12 and 20. 

The meeting will start at 12:00 PM and will end promptly at 5 PM if not earlier. Dinner will be served 
at 6 PM and will consist of a buffet dinner with roasted chicken and assorted Italian dishes. 

Dealers who want to display bikes or accessories are welcome and encouraged to do so. Any one 
wanting space to display should contact Leo OôShea by January 1 so that I can make sure that eve-
ryone will get a chance to display their products. 

Reservations will be required; I need to let the club know how many people will be attending 3 
weeks in advance to allow them to plan on having the proper amount of food. 

The cost will be $25.00 per person with the exception of children under 12 who will pay $12.50 each. 

Please send the form below with your payment for the banquet to Pete McGuirk by January 1
st
 to 

give us time to compile the numbers and get the information to the club. Send it now and you will not 
forget during the hustle and bustle of the holidays. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Send to Pete McGuirk, 2424 Hartford Avenue, Johnston RI 02919 

 

 Name ___________________________ 

Names of Guests_________________________________________________________ 

Number of adults____________@$25.00 

Number of children under 12____________@$12.50 

Total Amount ____________,  



Bob & Robert Manifold 
ride the Manx Two Day 

Trial on the Isle of Man  

 

Over the weekend of August 23 & 24 
Bob and Robert Manifold competed in 
the 2008 Manx Two Day Trial in the 
Isle of Man on their Montesa 315 side-
car outfit. 

The óManxô is one of the top National 
trials in the UK, and the most popular 
event for the sidecar crews. This year 
over 270 soloôs and 36 Sidecars took 
part in the two-day event with sections 
located all over the island. On Satur-
day the Sidecars tackled the 
óMountainô to the north of the Island 
which includes Snaefell with the high-
est point on the island, while the Solos 
tackled the southern portion of the is-
land. On Sunday the riding areas are 
reversed. 

The event consisted of two loops of 45 
sections. Each day had approximately 
60 miles of riding between the sections 
split approx 60/40 off-road/on-road. All 
motorcycles in the event have to be 
registered and road legal to be allowed 
to participate. Before each dayôs com-
petition scrutineers check all machines 
and equipment are for safety. The off-
road sections were described by a 
number of the participants as 
ógruelingô, Bob uses far more graphic 
descriptions! Needless to say, getting 
to and from some of the groups was 
hard riding over many miles of moor-
land, rough and heavily rutted tracks, 
and MUD ï lots of it! 

The Sidecar sections were of varying 
degrees of difficulty with about ten 
óchampionshipô class sections where 
the winners of the event were decided. 
In the eyes of Bob and Robbie, watch-
ing the winners Jon Tuck and Matt 
Sparkes ride some of these sections 
was amazing! Just like watching world 
class solo riders, you canôt help but 
say ñhow did they do that?ò After the 
90 sections Jon and Matt beat the for-
mer British Champions Robin & Gill 
Morewood by 2 points   5 vs. 7 !  Bob 
and Robert are keeping their final 
score close to their chests but will ad-
mit to it being ówell over 200ô for the 
event. 

Finishing the event was a major objec-
tive and achievement for both Bob and 
Robbie for the weekend. At the awards 
ceremony on the Sunday night they 
received their Finishers Awards along 
with being recognized as the furthest 
travelled for the event and the first 
Sidecar crew in the eventôs history 
from the USA. They did not pick up a 
newcomers award because Bob had 
rode the event previously from 1980 
through 1984. Bob is planning to ride 
the Manx again next year, but unfortu-
nately Robert may not be able to make 
the due to school commitments. 

Having bought the Montesa 315 in the 
UK to ride in the IOM, Bob has de-
cided to keep it in the UK and ride 
other events as his work schedule al-
lows. He was also able to compete as 
a Clubman in the European Sidecar 
Championship event earlier in the year 
and hopes to ride any event that coin-
cides with his extensive business 
travel to Europe. 

Bob is a great advocate of sidecar tri-

als and is always encouraging people 

to óhave a goô and to put chairs on old 

bikes rather letting them rot un-ridden 

or totally depreciate! To prove his point 

of it being the perfect ófamilyô sport he 

pointed out that at this yearôs Manx, at 

least 10 of the crews were father/son, 

father/daughter husband/wife crews. 

There was even a son/mother crew 

and a crew with a completely blind 

passenger ï they came in 10
th
 place ! 

He is building another trials sidecar at 

the moment based on his 199A 350cc 

Bultaco to complement and possibly 

replace his trusty 200 Fantic. Bob en-

courages anyone interested in trying 

sidecar trials to contact him to borrow 

one of his outfits and try it out! He can 

be reached at (203) 213 2949, bmani-

fold@spinpass.com 


